
TURF FIELD PROPOSAL 

Status report as of May 18, 2015 

 

At the Board of Education Work Session on Tuesday May 12, the entire board discussed the proposal from 

Mayor Cahn, on behalf of Cherry Hill Township, of a shared-service project to install two turf fields – one 

at High School East and one High School West.  Strategic Planning Committee Chair Elliott Roth 

summarized for the Board the Committee’s May 5 discussion, including the comments of the community 

members present on May 5.  

The proposal from Mayor Cahn to the Board is summarized as follows: 

 Install a turf field at High School East and High School West at the site of the current football fields. 

 Installation includes related engineering studies and drainage work. 

 Install electrical conduit under the field at High School East in anticipation of installation of lights 

at some future time. 

 The Township will be the lead agency and as such, will secure financing for the project, and draft 

and secure all bids. 

 The expected total cost of the project is approximately $2,000,000. 

 The School District will be responsible for one-half of the cost and will pay the Township from 

funds allocated to the capital budget over a three or four year period, without interest. The 

Township and School District will review the most cost effective options for repayment. 

 Construction is expected to start in the Spring of 2016 and be completed sometime in the Fall of 

2016. 

Additional improvements at High Schools East and West have been mentioned by members of the Board 

and the community. However, the proposal at hand contains only the elements listed above. 

The Board cannot vote on the proposal until the specifics (cost, usage and maintenance) of the proposal 

have been recommended by the superintendent. At the Committee meeting on May 5, Dr. Reusche said 

she will make a final recommendation regarding the project when the following information can be 

reviewed: 

(Responsible party is noted in parenthesis after each item.) 

 Final determination of the elements of the proposal (Township). 

 Definitive costs on each element of the proposal (Township). 

 Memorandum of Agreement regarding the rights and responsibilities of the School District and 

the Township related to the construction project and the operation of the fields upon completion 

of the construction (Township and School District Administration).  

The memorandum, among other issues, should address the following items: 

o Timing and amount of payment by the School District. 



o Use of fields by “outside” groups. 

o Use of fields by “community” groups. 

o Allowable maintenance fees that can be charged for field usage. 

o Limitations on times that the fields can be used. 

o Responsibility for scheduling of field usage. 

o Responsibility for field maintenance. 

 Formation of a committee to keep the project on course (Township and School District). 

 Type of materials to be used in the turf that is installed (Township). 

Prior to the Work Session on May 12, the Mayor’s office indicated that it was looking for a “go ahead” 

from the Board so that it could continue with the exploratory phase of the proposal. Upon this “go ahead,” 

the Township would get more specific cost estimates for the components of the proposal and obtain more 

specific information regarding use, maintenance and other items including those listed above. In 

response, the Board gave the “go ahead” to the Township to move forward with the exploratory phase. 

Dr. Reusche suggested that representatives from the District and Township work closely to obtain the 

needed information. The Mayor will organize a Shared Service Turf Committee to keep the work moving 

forward. The Committee will include representatives from the Township and the District. 

Upon receipt of the required information from the Shared Service Turf Committee, the Superintendent, 

after consulting with other members of the District Central Administration, will make a recommendation 

to the Board concerning the proposal. The Board discussion and a vote can then take place without further 

delay.  

 

 

 

 

 


